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I t’s hard not to think of Nia 
Batts and Patrick Linder as an 
unstoppable force. After all, 
Covid-19 couldn’t keep the 
couple, who live in Midtown, 

from getting engaged — or staging a ro-
mantic elopement in the Utah desert. 

After dating Batts for about two years, 
Linder, 32, a managing partner at his own 
build-design firm, popped the question 
a week into lockdown. Since it was only 
March, neither could’ve predicted the coro-
navirus was about to cause global devasta-
tion. So the pair, who met at the Movement 
Electronic Music Festival in 2018 (“I like to 
joke that we fell in love on the dance floor,” 
says Linder), went ahead with preliminary 
wedding planning.

But once Batts and Linder realized that 
getting married on their chosen date of Oct. 
10, 2020 (an auspicious day based in nu-
merology and astrology), with their friends 
and family in attendance, wasn’t a safe 
option, they started thinking of alternative 
ways to honor their love.

Initially, they arranged a getaway to the 
Amangiri Resort in southern Utah — a 

INSTEAD OF A FORMAL WEDDING, NIA BATTS AND PATRICK LINDER
 OPTED FOR A ROMANTIC ELOPEMENT IN THE UTAH DESERT

BY SARENE LEEDS l  PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK PHILLIP

Party ofTwo
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SACRED SPACE Batts and Linder 
wanted their desert wedding to be 
officiated by an Indigenous elder 
connected to the land; they found 
Elder Uqualla of the Havasupai 
tribe, who wove Native American 
traditions into the ceremony.

place that Batts had always wanted to visit 
— so they could be somewhere special on 
their intended wedding date. But, “the clos-
er we got to it,” says Batts, 36, a co-founder 
of beauty salon Detroit Blows and a found-
ing partner at EQUALSIGN, a diversity 
and equity management consultancy, “we 
started flirting with the idea of, ‘What 
would happen if we just eloped?’”

One of the factors behind their decision 
was Batts’ wedding gown. The investor- 

entrepreneur worked with the owners of 
Beloved Bridal in Ann Arbor and designer 
Alyssa Kristin, who was able to make Batts’ 
dream gown in four weeks — right in time 
for the Utah trip. As soon as Batts found 
out her dress was a go, “We were like, ‘We’re 
gonna elope!’” she says.

But there was something much more 
substantial driving the bride and groom 
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toward marriage in 2020. The year wasn’t 
only tarnished by a worldwide pandemic — 
it was also marked by a national reckoning 
over racism. It was crucial for Batts and 
Linder, an interracial couple, to end the year 
not with sadness, but with joy. “Our love 
is worth celebrating,” says Batts, through 
tears. “And it was important for us to do 
that this year.”

With the blessing of their families, 
Batts and Linder were married in a sunset 
ceremony on Oct. 10 by Elder Uqualla of 
the Havasupai tribe. (The couple wanted 
their ceremony to be performed by an 
Indigenous elder connected to their chosen 
wedding space; they found Uqualla with the 
help of Amangiri staffers.) “Uqualla’s joyful 
nature and spirit made him the perfect 
choice,” says Batts. “He became more than 
an officiant to us — we follow him on 
Instagram! Every time we see his smile, it 
makes us smile.” 

Batts explains that where they tied the 
knot was as significant as when: “It was 
important that we recognized the people 
who are Indigenous to this land,” she says, 
adding that she and Linder wanted their 
wedding to be “reflective of generations 
of marriages that have been performed on 
that land.” The ceremony also incorporated 
acknowledgment of not only relatives who 
have passed away — including Linder’s 
father — but all of their family and friends 

who couldn’t be physically present. “We 
felt their energy,” says Batts. “It felt like 
everybody was there even though it was just 
the two of us.” 

The bride and groom recited personalized 
vows to each other, while Uqualla integrated 
a number of Havasupai traditions into the 
nuptials. Batts and Linder joined him in 
prayers to the north, east, west and south, as 
well as a greeting to the wind. The latter was 
especially significant for the pair, because “it 
was particularly windy that day,” says Batts. 
“[Uqualla] said it means the spirits are with 
us; they’re excited about this love and this 
union.” Uqualla also lit sage, performed a 
blessing over the couple’s rings, and presided 
over a traditional offering to the ancestors: a 
blanket that was wrapped around Batts and 
Linder as part of the prayers. 

Batts and Linder have no regrets about 
eloping, but they’re also looking ahead, specif-
ically to October 2021, when they can safely 
host a one-year anniversary party in Detroit 
with their loved ones.

As they reflect on their wedding, their 
mutual happiness remains paramount. “One 
of the reasons why we eloped,” says Linder, 
“is at the end of the day, it is just going to 
be the two of us.” He describes a moment 
during their private reception at Amangiri 
that defined the day for him: “We were 
dancing alone, and we were back to the whole 
reason why we had come here, which was 

to celebrate our love. This is where ‘I’ finally 
became ‘we.’” 

Batts experienced a similar epiphany 
shortly after their ceremony: “We were 
dancing and Patrick was twirling me —  
and there’s this one beautiful photo where 
he’s holding my hand and I’m looking back 
at him. It made me think, ‘That’s truly a 
moment I always want to remember.’”

“It’s absolutely on-brand for the two of us 
just dancing,” adds Linder. “Because that’s 
how we met and that’s how we celebrated.”  

STEPPING INTO THE FUTURE 
Despite the pandemic, the pair was 
set on getting married in 2020, a 
year that also brought a national 
reckoning over racism. "Our love is 
worth celebrating," says Batts. "It was 
important for us to do that this year."
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hen it comes to wedding crashers, there’s never been a more unwelcome 
guest than Covid-19. In 2020, the pandemic caused countless couples 
all over the world to majorly scale back their celebrations or cancel them 
altogether. What are a bride and groom to do when their Big Day dreams 

get dashed? They can get upset — or get creative. These four Metro Detroit couples chose 
the latter. They chucked their expectations, slashed their guest lists and changed everything 
from their venues to their outfits, often at the last minute. And they still managed to have the 
weddings of their dreams. Here, we bring you their stories.

Loveand
Flexibility

MEET FOUR COUPLES WHOSE WEDDING PLANS WERE
UPENDED BY THE PANDEMIC — AND WHO WENT ON TO HAVE 

THE BIG DAY OF THEIR DREAMS ANYWAY

BY NICOLE FREHSEE MAZUR

PANDEMIC PIVOT Clockwise from top left: 
Sarah and Drake Cicala; Mary Pat and Jeff 
Meyers; Mitch and Jennifer Heaney; Keith and 
Haley Guyot. Each couple wed in 2020 under 
truly unexpected circumstances.
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s the founder of event 
and fashion-styling com-
pany Fete and Finery, 
Sarah Cicala is a pro at 
planning celebrations. 

So when it came to her own wedding, to 
recruiting professional Drake Cicala, she 
absolutely had a vision for how the day 
would go down.

The couple, who met when Drake ended 
up as Sarah’s personal trainer at the Troy 
gym where he once worked, got engaged 
last May. They originally planned a fall 
wedding in Positano, Italy — they picked 

the locale after stumbling upon photos on 
Instagram — “but then it became evident 
that things weren’t going to be fine for a 
little bit,” says Sarah, 35. 

Committed to their Italian fantasy, the 
pair toyed with the idea of tying the knot 
in a courthouse and saving their official 
celebration for the Amalfi Coast, “but my 
Indian parents almost had a heart attack at 
the thought of a courthouse wedding,” says 
Sarah, who grew up in Troy. But she was 
hesitant to plan anything lavish: “Drake 
thought the more we do for this little wed-
ding, the less special Italy will be.”

Still, she says, “We didn’t want to wait to 
start our life.” With their other ideas off the 
table, the couple looked to a July wedding 
at the Clarkston Family Farm, where Sarah 
sits on the board. “We just wanted the food 
to be really good and we wanted it to be 
pretty,” she says. (Clarkston restaurant The 
Fed catered the reception.) 

The guest list was capped at about 50 
family members, and everyone lent a hand: 
Drake curated the tunes, his uncle brought 
the speakers, Sarah’s cousin baked their 
wedding cake and her brother officiated 
the vows. “I’d always said I don’t want [our 

Sarah &Drake
Cicala

JULY 25, 2020, CLARKSTON

A guests] working at our wedding,” says Sarah, 
“but everyone worked very hard because we 
had to keep it small.”

Drake and Sarah had a traditional Indian 
ceremony with a few modifications — for 
one, Drake, 29, walked down the aisle to 
“Sexy Boy,” the theme song of WWE wres-
tler Shawn Michaels. “It was absolute fire,” 
says the Sterling Heights native. (“That’s 
a concession I made that morning,” adds 
Sarah.) The couple also honored Drake’s 
heritage with a song sung in Italian by 
Sarah’s cousins.

Since the wedding plans came together 

in about a month, Sarah didn’t have time to 
find her dream dress. Instead, she borrowed 
the sari that her mother wore to her own 
wedding. (She was, however, able to design 
garments for the nieces and nephews who 
made up their bridal party; she rush-ordered 
the outfits from India after picking fabrics 
with tailors on a video call.) “Every day 
and every hour counted so we couldn’t fuss 
around it,” she says, adding that marrying 
Drake as soon as possible was a worthy 
tradeoff for curating the nitty-gritty details. 
“I’m glad we didn’t wait for Italy.”

Speaking of Italy, the Cicalas, who have 

since relocated to Scottsdale, Arizona, 
are planning a trip there with family and 
friends later this year or next. They’ll even 
get to say their vows — for the first time. 
“We didn’t realize it until we watched our 
[wedding] video, but Sarah’s brother forgot 
to ask, ‘Do you take Sarah to be your 
wife?’” says Drake. “We’re going to do our ‘I 
do’s’ and recap our first year of marriage.”  

NO-FUSS FESTIVITY Sarah and 
Drake initially planned to wed in 
Italy but they didn't want to delay 
until it was safe to travel. Instead, 
they planned a scaled-back 
celebration closer to home, "I'm 
glad we didn't wait," says Sarah.
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y the time Covid-19 
descended on the U.S. 
last winter, Haley and 
Keith Guyot had already 
changed their wedding 

plans twice. In February, Haley, 27, found 
out that the venue where she and Keith 
were supposed to be married had suddenly 
gone bankrupt. Thankfully, she was able 
to secure a new venue. Invitations were 
reprinted with the updated details, and the 
Royal Oak couple resumed planning their 
208-person party. 

But all the while, Haley, a manager and 

stylist at a bridal boutique in Berkley, was 
hearing rumblings at work. “I had a little 
insight on how bad things were in China 
because most dresses are made overseas,” 
she says. “The next thing [we knew], Covid 
came crashing in.”

Once again, she and Keith, 31, a strate-
gist at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michi-
gan, had to rethink their wedding. “We 
understood the gravity of the situation, but 
we could not believe this was happening,” 
says. Haley. “How many hoops did we have 
to jump through to get to this so-called 
happiest day ever?” 

Eventually, the pair decided to push their 
reception to 2021 and hold a ceremony on 
their original date with their immediate 
family, a 10-person crowd. “We weren’t 
going to make it a big deal because we 
planned to have our wedding the next 
year,” says Haley. She even bought a $50 
dress to wear instead of her official gown. 
(Keith planned to wear a suit instead of his 
wedding tux.)

But as the May date got closer, Haley and 
Keith started getting cold feet about their 
plans. “I was having second thoughts about 
not making this ceremony a big deal,” she 

Haley &Keith Guyot
MAY 16, 2020, ROYAL OAK

B says. Cue another pivot: Haley decided to 
wear her original dress, after all, and Keith 
was able to get his tux fitted in time. “We 
decided to make this our full-blown cere-
mony,” she says. 

On the couple’s wedding day, their par-
ents, siblings and officiant gathered in Ha-
ley’s childhood backyard. (Their grandmas 
joined the celebration via FaceTime.) The 
decorations and food (fried chicken and 
stuffed cabbage) were homemade, and her 
parents’ deck served as the dance floor. “I 
didn’t realize until we had a small wedding, 
but it was my dream situation,” says Haley.

Keith even found a way to include the 
couple’s friends. Unbeknownst to Haley, 
he asked a few pals to drive by her parents’ 
house after the ceremony. About 60 cars 
showed up, with friends — some in wed-
ding attire — bearing congratulatory signs 
and popping out for photos. “It was like a 
parade,” says Keith. “I was sobbing through 
the entire thing,” adds Haley. “It was some-
thing I didn’t realize we both needed.”

Almost a year into their marriage, the 
couple say there’s no need for a big party 
in 2021. Instead, once it’s safe, “we’ll have 
a barbecue at our new house that we 

purchased with all the [wedding] savings,” 
laughs Keith, who says he wouldn’t change 
anything about their day. “The piece of 
advice I always got is to take some time to 
take it all in, because you’ll so be so busy on 
your wedding day that it’ll go by so fast,” 
he says. “But I was sitting in a lawn chair in 
Haley’s parents’ driveway watching her and 
her dad dance to their first song. The whole 
thing was taking it in.”  
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BACKYARD BASH The Guyots' 
wedding took place in Haley's 
parents' backyard and ended with 
a surprise from Keith: a drive-by 
"parade" of the couple's friends.  
"I was sobbing through the entire 
thing," says Haley.
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Mary Pat &Jeff Meyers
SEPTEMBER 5, 2020, BRYAN, OHIO

M the socially distant ceremony, which took 
place right outside her mom’s window 
(attending in person would have required a 
quarantine afterward). A Bluetooth speaker 
was set up so that she could hear the vows, 
which Mary Pat’s brother, Doug, officiated. 
She even donned a fancy hat. “She asked all 
her friends if she should wear it,” says Mary 
Pat. “It turned out to be so darn cute.” 

Before the wedding, Mary Pat, Jeff and 

Doug were allowed a 30-minute outdoor 
visit with Kubiske. “It was very emotional,” 
says Mary Pat, who designated her mom 
the maid of honor. “She was so excited abut 
Jeff and I getting married and that we went 
to her.” 

“We both knew that family had to be 
there, particularly our parents,” adds Jeff, 
whose father, also 91, was the best man. “It 
just had to be that way.”

Post-ceremony, the family (minus 
Kubiske) celebrated with lunch at a local 
restaurant. While the couple’s friends tuned 
into the wedding via Zoom, Mary Pat says 
they’ll eventually host a party for everyone 
who couldn’t attend in-person. Still, the pair 
say the day was a dream. “We could have 
planned the wedding for months, if not 
years,” says Jeff, “and it wouldn’t have come 
out any more special.” 
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FAMILY AFFAIR Mary Pat and Jeff 
got married on the lawn outside 
her mother's nursing home in Ohio. 
Her mom (above) was designated 
maid of honor while Jeff's dad (left) 
was best man. "We both knew [our 
parents] had to be there," says Jeff. 

ary Pat and Jeff Meyers’ 
wedding didn’t exactly 
get derailed by Covid-19 
— but then again, “we 
didn’t have an original 

plan,” says Mary Pat, who’d known Jeff for 
30 years before they reconnected in 2019. 
The Grosse Pointe couple, both personal 
injury attorneys, got engaged last July and 
married just over a month later. “Once [he 

proposed and] I said yes, we said, ‘Why not 
get married?’” she recalls. 

They just had to figure out where: With 
Mary Pat’s 91-year-old mother, Pat Kubiske, 
in an assisted living home in Bryan, Ohio, 
a Michigan wedding wasn’t an option. “My 
brother lost his wife in May to cancer and 
my mom was not able to attend the funer-
al,” says Mary Pat. “She also missed two 
granddaughters’ weddings. There was no 

way she was going to miss this one.”
Mary Pat’s sister, who also lives in Bryan, 

spoke to the facility and arranged for 
the couple to hold their wedding on the 
grounds. A local florist took care of the 
flowers, and Mary Pat worked with Chester-
field Township designer Teresa Charow to 
design her dress — a feat they accomplished 
in two weeks.

About 30 family members gathered for 
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ast February, Jennifer 
Heaney was preparing 
to mail out save-the-date 
cards for her August 
2020 wedding at the 

Detroit Yacht Club when she got a phone 
call from her parents. “They said maybe 
you should hold off a couple more weeks,” 
recalls the 30-year-old, who lives in  
Brownstown. “It’s getting bad.”

It was nothing she and her now-husband, 
Mitch, didn’t already know: As registered 

nurses at Beaumont Hospital in Trenton — 
Jennifer in the Covid-19 ICU — the cou-
ple had a front-row seat to the crisis that 
was unfolding. “After that, it kept getting 
worse,” she says. 

As reality sank in, Jennifer felt like her 
dreams were being dashed. “You want to 
have your wedding with your friends, to 
have big party and celebrate,” she says. “But 
working in a hospital, you see how bad it is 
and you feel selfish saying, ‘Come to a big 
wedding and risk your health.’” 

One day around that time, Jennifer’s 
sister came across some photos of a “mini 
wedding” — that is, a very small celebra-
tion — at Bea’s Detroit, a cafe and event 
space in Eastern Market. Jennifer hesitated 
at the idea, but then another twist: she 
found out she was pregnant. “I thought, 
maybe I really should do this,’” she says. A 
week later, the pair booked the venue with 
a plan to host a rooftop ceremony with 
immediate family only — 11 people, down 
from the 150 on the original guest list.

Jennifer & Mitch Heaney
JUNE 25, 2020, DETROIT

L “It was less stressful,” says Mitch, 34. 
“Everything was put together in a pretty 
short amount of time.” That includes the 
bride’s dress. At five months’ pregnant, Jen-
nifer no longer fit into her original gown, 
so she ended up buying one at a thrift store 
the day before the wedding. “The ladies at 
the store helped sew me in it,” she says. 

Despite the casual vibe, Jennifer made 
sure that certain details were in place, like 
her dad walking her down the aisle as 
“Ave Maria” played. (Mitch says he “can’t 

describe” the feeling of watching her walk 
toward him.) They also took family photos, 
ate hors d’oeuvres and cracked open Cham-
pagne — and apple juice for Jennifer.

The celebration continued at Jennifer’s 
sister’s house in Grosse Pointe, where 
the family feasted on an Italian spread 
from Andiamo. “It was really nice being 
surrounded by our immediate family,” says 
Mitch. “It turned out better than I could 
have imagined.”

Jennifer, who gave birth to the couple’s 

baby girl in November, agrees. “As much 
as I’d love to have a [big] reception, I 
wouldn’t change getting married [how we 
did] because it felt more intimate,” she 
says. “It may not have been the wedding we 
originally planned, but when the goal is to 
be with the one you love, the big details no 
longer matter.”  
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LOW-PRESSURE PARTY Both 
nurses who saw the havoc that 
Covid-19 wreaked, Jennifer and 
Mitch decided to invite only 
immediate family to their wedding. 
The celebration culminated in 
dinner at the bride's sister's house.
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Check out more 2020 wedding stories at 
seenthemagazine.com!
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WHAT MAKES A MARRIAGE SUCCESSFUL? 
COUPLES WHO’VE BEEN TOGETHER ANYWHERE FROM 

ONE DECADE TO NEARLY SIX WEIGH IN

BY LEENA RAO

seenthemagazine.com

DREAM 
COLLABORATION
Craig and Jennifer Kolstad, married 17 
years
 The setup: Both from Canada, they met at 
architecture school at the University of Cal-
gary — and were engaged six weeks later. 
“We had fantastic chemistry from the start, 
and we both wanted to see our life 
together through the lens of architecture 
and design,” says Craig. “It’s been a true 
partnership in every aspect.”

The wedding: July 19, 2003 in Calgary, 

February 2021 •  SEEN  |  4342 |  SEEN • February 2021

PARTNERS IN 
WORK AND LIFE
Martin Rawls-Meehan and Lisa Tan, 
married 9 years 

The setup: The couple met and dated in 
college at Princeton University; they later 
reconnected in New York City. 

The wedding: Dec. 30 2011, in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico

What’s been the biggest challenge 
in your relationship and how did you 
overcome it?

Martin: We can go days without talking 

MEET THE COUPLE Martin and Lisa are 
CEO and CMO, respectively, of Reverie, 
a Bloomfield Hills-based company that 
makes customizable beds
CITY OF RESIDENCE Birmingham

AN UNBREAKABLE 
BOND 
Chris and Kim Casteel, married 33 years

The setup: They met on a bike ride. 
The wedding: Sept. 19, 1987 in Saline
What’s been your biggest challenge and 

how did you overcome it? 
Kim: In 1988, nine months after we 

were married, Chris was in a motorcycle 
accident and lost his left leg below the 
knee. We had our one-year anniversary in 
the ICU at U of M hospital. In addition 
to losing his leg and independence, it was 

difficult for 
us to re-es-
tablish our 
relation-
ship and 
hierarchy, 

for lack of a better word. I had to handle all 
decision making, bill payment and coordi-
nation of our lives while Chris was in the 
hospital for more than a year. 

We had to develop a “life game plan” 
and work together as a team, which was 
difficult at first: I was forced into wearing 
both “pants” in the family. But the accident 
solidified our relationship as we relied on 
each other for emotional and psychological 
support during Chris’ many years of heal-
ing and walking again. 

What do you most admire about your 
relationship or each other? 

Chris: We were just idealistic kids in love 
when we were married. Our relationship 
has grown with lifetimes of experiences. 
Kim has drive, tenacity and compassion 

that I admire and often attempt to emulate.
Kim: Knowing we'll always be there 

for each other, in both trying times and 
joyous ones. We were brought together for 
a reason, and are, for lack of a better term, 
soulmates. 

What’s your best marriage advice?   
Kim: We appreciate every day that we are 

together and are grateful for the unbreakable 
bond that we’ve built from the challenges 
we faced early on in our marriage. We begin 
and end each day with a hug, kiss and a 
conversation in between. 

Alberta, Canada
What’s been the biggest challenge in 

your relationship and how did you over-
come it?

Jennifer: Marriage is not a cakewalk 
— it’s inevitable you will be tested. One of 

our biggest struggles was when 
we were first married in Chicago. 
We had no money, student loans, 
and were just starting our careers 
as architects. We were consider-
ing moving back to Canada. But 
Craig and I really talked about 
our goals, and we decided we 

were all in on our careers until the wheels 
came off. 

Craig: We both got opportunities to 
move to Abu Dhabi for work in 2008 —  
we withdrew our 401(k) money and moved 
to a foreign country.  And it changed the 
entire trajectory of our careers. Our strength 
as a couple is that we are open to taking on 
new challenges. 

What do you most admire about your 
relationship or each other?

Jennifer: I think because we are both  
designers we are perpetually optimistic and 

we are always dreaming forward together. 
We can always see ourselves out of a situa-
tion or see ourselves in the next play. 

Craig: We are always collaborating, 
whether it be business or personal. As  
architects, we’ve made our marriage a cre-
ative exercise, and something where we are 
building something in a large scheme. 

What’s your best marriage advice?
Jennifer: Don’t invest in a wedding — 

invest in a marriage. It breaks my heart 
when I see people so focused on the wed-
ding. The marriage itself is where the good 
stuff is.

to each other about work, and we forget 
that when big work issues come up that we 
do need to discuss. We have to remember 
that we probably haven't kept each other 
in the loop as much as we think we have. 
It has been a learning process that requires 
patience and constantly reminding yourself 
not to take communication with your 
spouse for granted.

What do you most admire about your 
relationship or each other?

Lisa: Working together has given us a 
more comprehensive view of each other, 
which has strengthened our relationship. 
I get to fully witness Martin’s intelligence, 
creativity and drive when I see him operat-
ing at work. 

Martin: Lisa’s amazing talent and intel-
ligence. She does so much so well, and so 
many things better than I do. In many ways 
she has sacrificed amazing opportunities for 
herself so that we could work together and 
grow Reverie, which I admire and appreciate. 

What’s your best marriage advice?
Lisa: Be intentional about the time you 

spend together. We don’t strive for “work-
life” balance, per se, just balance. Just as we 
need to take time to talk about work, it’s 

equally important to carve out one-on-one 
personal time. This year, we re-established 
date night, even if that’s just giving our kids 
free rein [on] their tablets for an hour while 
we have a real dinner conversation.

FEATURE SEEN

MEET THE COUPLE Craig is the principal 
and design director HKS Architects in 
Detroit; Jennifer is the global design 
director for Ford Motor Company
CITY OF RESIDENCE Bloomfield Hills

MEET THE COUPLE Chris and 
Kim are the owners of Anew Life 
Prosthetics and Orthotics in Detroit
CITY OF RESIDENCE Detroit
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WORKING  
TOWARD HAPPILY 
EVER AFTER
Karan and Abha Singh, married 53 years

The setup: The Singhs were literally a 
setup: “Our marriage was semi-arranged,” 
says Karan. “We met a few times and then 
we decided to get married.”

The wedding: Dec. 28, 1967 in New 
Delhi, India

FEATURE SEEN

THEY HAVE EACH 
OTHER’S  BACKS
Dr. Ron and Harriette Gillum, married 
57 years 

The setup: The couple met at Western 
Michigan University through friends

The wedding: Dec. 21, 1963 at Taberna-
cle Baptist Church in Detroit

What’s been the biggest challenge in 
your relationship? 

Harriette: Getting used to our individual 
idiosyncrasies. There are some things you 
can’t change about somebody and you have 
to know if you can accommodate their 
differences and accept your own. 

What do you most admire about your 
relationship or each other?

Harriette: He’s got my back — it’s a 
comfort level like no other. We function 
as a unit. Also, Ron wrote me love letters. 
I keep them in my nightstand and read 
them. 

Ron: We may hurt one another now and 
then but deep down, we know there is a 
bond that won’t be broken in this lifetime. 

What’s your best marriage advice? 
Harriette: You have to be good friends 

and you have to like each other. There are 
so many decisions you have to make to-
gether and you have to have a basis of trust 
in one another.  

Ron: I gave this advice to my daughter 

[NBC Local 4 anchor Rhonda Walker] and 
her husband on their wedding day in 2019: 
Love is not never having to say you are sor-
ry. Love is being able to say you are sorry. 
You are going to make mistakes in marriage 
and you have to be able to say I’m sorry. 

What’s been the biggest challenge in 
your relationship and how did you over-
come it?

Abha: When we were first married, we 
didn’t really know each other. And we had 
just come from a new, very different country. 
But it was nice to have a lot of other young 
couples in the area who were also from 
India, and understood what we left behind. 
We became like a family.

Karan: When we first moved here after 
we were married, I was working a lot and 
she had to learn a lot on her own. She had 
no help or family around. But the wives of 
our friends were very helpful to her.

What do you most admire about your 
relationship or each other?

Karan: Without Abha’s help, I would be 
lost. When she leaves, I miss her. 

Abha: I rely on my husband and he is 
always there for me. 

What’s your best marriage advice? 
Karan: Marriage is a give and take, and 

you need to compromise. 
Abha: Marriage is a work in progress — 

it’s not happily ever after. You need to keep 
working at it. 
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MEET THE COUPLE Karan is a retired 
engineer for Ford Motor Company; Abha 
worked at a bank and doctor's office
CITY OF RESIDENCE Livonia

MEET THE COUPLE Ron, now retired, was the 
director of adult education for the Michigan 
Department of Education; Harriette, also retired, 
was a nurse and social worker at East Lansing 
Public Schools. 
CITY OF RESIDENCE Holt, Michigan
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